John Witherspoon
November 10, 1932 - November 4, 2016

John Witherspoon, 83, affectionately known as "Spoon" departed this earthly life on
Friday, November 4, 2016 at his residence in Sumter, SC. Born and educated in
Clarendon County, he was the eldest son of seven children born of the late Laurel Wells
and Dan Witherspoon. After graduating from High School he traveled to Miami, Florida in
search of employment opportunities. Later he relocated to Stamford, CT, where he worked
at Pitney Bowes and Norman Hoffman for over 30 years as a machinist.
In Manning, early in his teen years, he met a beautiful young girl, Ruth Ragin, with a sweet
smile, she became the love of his life, and they married at the tender age of 18, in 1950.
To their loving union, eight children were born and they have been blessed with all eight
living.
After returning to the Sumter Community, he became a faithful member of St. Mark’s
Baptist Church in Manning, South Carolina, where he served as a Deacon for many years.
Mr. Witherspoon was referred to as a man of many gifts and talents; he was a loving
father and he enjoyed fixing cars, fishing, yard work and gardening. He made sure he
shared his vegetable harvest with his friends and neighbors. He also enjoyed serenading
his family with singing and playing the guitar.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by three sisters: Helen Robinson,
Betty Wells Witherspoon and Isabell Wells; and one brother, Preston Witherspoon.
Those left to cherish his precious memories are his wife of 66 years, Ruth Ragin
Witherspoon of the home, six daughters, , Ola Jean (Eden) Grandison, Norwalk CT, Ruth
Nichols, Sumter, SC, Diane (Nat) Booker and Valerie Smith all of Stamford, CT, Runette
(James) Adams, Tampa, FL, and Lynette (Greg) Brayboy, Norwalk, CT; two sons,
Jonathan (Mona) Witherspoon, and Clark Witherspoon, Asheville; 22, grandchildren; 16,
great-grandchildren ; 1 great-great grandchild; sisters: Etta Mae Corbin, Baltimore, MD,
Sara Wells, Buffalo, NY, Jenny Lee Wells, Florida and Dorothy Witherspoon, Charlotte,
NC; one brother, Timothy (Adrian ), Bronx, NY, and a host of other relatives and friends.

Events
NOV
11

Public Viewing

02:00PM - 07:00PM

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Sumter
304 South Main Street, Sumter, SC, US, 29150

NOV
12

Homegoing Celebration11:00AM - 12:30PM
New Birth Church of God in Christ
307 Oakland Ave, Sumter, SC, US, 29150

Comments

“

May you find comfort in knowing that soon God will swallow up death forever as
promised @Isaiah 25:8. Amen.

Jeannette - November 13, 2016 at 07:05 AM

“

Even though your hearts may be heavy with grief, please remember that our
heavenly father also feels your pain of grief. Through his word the Bible he offers
comfort to help us cope. Psalm 34:18 says; Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted;
He saves those who are crushed in spirit. Also the wonderful promise at Isaiah 25:8;
He (God) will swallow up death forever. And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe
the tears from all faces. Because God “cares for you “(1Peter 5:7) he will help you to
cope at this difficult time. Please be assured also of my deepest sympathy.

R. Sweatman - November 08, 2016 at 11:10 AM

