Norma Jean Gamble
January 23, 1950 - August 22, 2018

Norma Jean (Abney) Gamble) was the daughter of the late Hayward Abney Sr. and
Bernice (Starks) Abney. Born on January 23, 1950 in Philadelphia, PA, she was not only
the fifth of ten children but also the fifth girl of this union. One sister, Bernadine (Abney)
Garris and one brother, Hayward Abney, Jr. preceded her in death. She departed this life,
with her husband, whom she dearly loved, at her bedside on Wednesday night, August
22, 2018.
Norma was educated in the public school system in Philadelphia, PA and graduated with a
degree in Business from Overbrook High School. Upon graduation, Norma was hired by
the PNC Bank. The Department of Labor had offices in the same building. They noticed
Norma’s expertise and work ethic and offered her a job in the Department of Labor. She
rose to the rank of Administrative Assistant. This speaks of her work ethic.
Norma had one son from a previous marriage, Terrance Bernard Oden. Norma married
Henry Gamble on February 28, 1997. They retired to Lynchburg, South Carolina in 2000.
Norma accepted Christ and was saved during her teenage years. Norma joined St.
Matthews A.M.E. Church where she willingly served on the Choir, Pastor’s Aide, Class
Leader and the Kitchen Committee. Norma loved singing and had a beautiful Alto voice.
She enjoyed praising and worshipping God through song. She also had the gift of “Helps.”
Norma had a giving and generous spirit. She loved cooking, baking, canning vegetables
and fruit that her husband grew in their garden. Norma would share these “goodies” with
friends and family. Norma volunteered at the Senior Center where she made many friends.
Additionally, her hobbies included Ceramics, Decorating, Knitting and of course, shopping.
In addition to her husband, Norma simply adored her son, Terry, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.
Norma accepted her long, terminal, illness with “Grace” and told her sister, she was ready
and not afraid to die, whenever God would call her home. He has called her to her eternal

home, a place where the wicked shall cease from troubling, the weary shall be at rest and
all of the Saints of the ages shall sit at His feet and be blessed.
She leaves to mourn her loss, her husband Henry (Tommy), son, Terry; daughter-in-law,
Corrine, sisters: Gwendolyn Knight (Marlton, NJ), Cheryl Evans, Muriel Waters, Vandelyn
Miller (all of Phila. PA), brothers: Ronald, (Ridley Park, PA,), Gerald (Gilda) (Yeadon, PA,)
Clinton, (Wanda) (Malvern, PA); sisters-in-law: Olivia Abney, Fran. Lewis, (both of
Philadelphia, PA), grandchildren, and a host of nieces, nephews and friends.
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Visitation

01:00PM - 07:00PM

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Sumter
304 South Main Street, Sumter, SC, US, 29150
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Celebration of Life 11:00AM - 12:30PM
St. Matthew AME Church
226 Maini St., Lynchburg, SC, US, 29080

Comments

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Norma Jean Gamble.

August 31, 2018 at 10:19 AM

“

To have known Sister Gamble was a true gift. Sister Gamble's life living spoke for
itself! I served as her Pastor for 8 years and established a true friendship. Sister
Gamble shared her love and her gifts to my family and I as if we were her real family.
She was soft spoken and I always enjoyed hearing her sing, "God Specializes". She
was a precious gem and I will be forever grateful for just knowing her! Mr. Gamble,
may God continue to give comfort to you and your family today and the days ahead!
Blessings
Rev. Donna H Jackson and Family

Donna Jackson - August 30, 2018 at 03:23 PM

“

Mrs. Gamble sang songs of praise that ushered in the presence of Almighty God..
She is now resting safely in His arm.
Heartfelt sympathy to the family.
Min Johnnie B. McCrea

Johnnie Boone-McCrea - August 30, 2018 at 06:56 AM

