Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells

July 13, 1929 - November 21, 2024

Curtis Nathaniel Spells, a beloved husband, father, grandfather, uncle, cousin,
and community pillar, passed away peacefully at the age of 95 on Thursday,
November 21, 2024, at Lexington Medical Center. A longtime resident of
Columbia, South Carolina, Curtis was born on July 13, 1929, near Bowman,
South Carolina, as the ninth of ten children to Douglas and Merchie Kelley
Spells.

Curtis grew up on the family farm, where he developed a strong work ethic
that defined his character throughout his life. Raised in the Methodist faith, he
joined St. Stephen Methodist Episcopal Church at an early age. Curtis
attended Orangeburg County public schools and graduated from Murray-
Rosenwald School. As a young man, he enjoyed playing baseball, a passion
he carried into adulthood.

On December 24, 1949, Curtis married the love of his life, Rhodia Mae Felder,
daughter of Cornelius and Rosa Lee Davis Felder of Rowesville, South
Carolina. The couple later settled in Columbia, where Curtis began a long and
successful career in the transportation industry. He worked as a
warehouseman and truck driver for Huckabee, Thurston, and Old Dominion
Motor Trucking companies. Over their remarkable 75 years of marriage, Curtis
and Rhodia built a beautiful family together, raising six children: Nathaniel
“‘Nate,” Shiryl Dianne, Levarn "Jimmy," Betty Jean, Juanita, and Stuart



Jerome. Curtis also extended his love and guidance to countless others,
embodying the belief that family transcends bloodlines.

A dedicated member of Wesley United Methodist Church since moving to
Columbia, Curtis served faithfully in various capacities, including head usher,
member of the Men’s Choir, Methodist Men, and Boy Scout troop leader. An
avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed fishing, deer hunting, and spending time with
family. His passion for baseball led him to play in the Negro Leagues during
the Jim Crow era. In the 1950s, Curtis pitched for the Columbia Spinners and
other local teams, showcasing his athletic talent and love for the game.

Curtis was predeceased by his parents, siblings and youngest son, Stuart
Jerome Spells. Survivors include his wife, Rhodia, Children Nathaniel
(Marilyn) Spells Sr, Shiryl Diane (Leon Maxwell Jr) Morgan, Levarn Spells,
Kenneth (Essence) Lewis, Betty Jean (Larry) Jones, and Juanita (Nealon
Frank) Smith, nineteen grandchildren: Nathaniel (Laura Michele) Spells Jr,
Michele Lynn Morgan, Leon Maxwell (Tasha) Morgan Ill, Levarn Spells Jr,
Natasha (Thomas) Richmond, leshia Spells, Sean Crosby, Ebony Gibson,
Ashley (Trey) Higgins, Kenorah Exspinger, Savannah Harris, Aiden Payne-
Lewis , Kennedi Lewis, Carmen Sharia (Dallas) Jordan, Brandon Eugene
Dreher, Nealon Frank Smith Il, Tierra Nicole Smith, Morgan Alexandria Smith,
Kristin Winfield, Kevin Mosely, Curtis Jerome Hudson, and Sturrica Jamilla
Hudson; seventeen great-grands: Nathaniel Spells I, Kaitlyn Spells, Carter
Kofi-Osei Harvey, Leon Maxwell Morgan IV, Miles Zander Morgan, Jennifer
Spells, Isalina Richmond, Nicholas Richmond, Caitlyn Richmond, Egypt
Spells, London Spells, Paris Spells, Kingston James Jordan, Aniya Maliah
Devine, Qunizeya L. Goode, Zy’Kurion A. Winfield and Alaiya Hudson, one
great-great grandchild: Miracle L.D. Goode and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

Curtis’s legacy is one of love, dedication, and resilience. He was a role model



to many and a father figure to all who knew him. His unwavering commitment
to family and community will continue to inspire those who were fortunate
enough to share in his remarkable journey.



Cemetery Details

Greenlawn Memorial Park

Columbia, SC

Previous Events

Public Viewing

NOV 29. 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Columbia
1200 Fontaine Place

Columbia, SC 29223

(803) 786-6300
palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com

A Celebration of Life

NOV 30. 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Francis Burns United Methodist Church
5616 Farrow Road
Columbia, SC, SC 29203


mailto:palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/

Tribute Wall

My Great Grandfather, loved and forever missed.

Leon Morgan - May 15, 2025 at 09:46 AM

Thomas Felder lit a candle in memory of Mr. .
Curtis Nathaniel Spells

Thomas Felder - December 02, 2024 at 10:51 PM

Kristin G. purchased a sympathy card for the family

of Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells. '
Fiust - Goa

Kristin G. - November 30, 2024 at 11:33 AM



Jackie Brown Weedon lit a candle in memory
of Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells

Jackie Brown Weedon - November 30, 2024 at 11:05 AM

Patricia Stewatrt lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Curtis Nathaniel Spells

Patricia Stewart - November 27, 2024 at 09:56 AM

The Stewart Family lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells

The Stewart family - November 27, 2024 at 09:54 AM

The Stewart Family lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells

The Stewart family - November 27, 2024 at 09:10 AM




We will miss you cousin Curtis. Our condolence's to the family. Love
Always Tiffany, Reggie, Noah and Axel Ray

Tiffany Ray - November 27, 2024 at 12:17 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells.

November 26, 2024 at 05:32 PM

Shiryl,prayers and condolences are extended ]
to you and your family doing the transition of
your father.May God continue to comfort and
strengthen you in the days ahead. Elizabeth
Tucker

Elizabeth Tucker - November 26, 2024 at 03:39 PM

My sincere prayers and condolences to the family of Mr. Curtis
Spells. Mr. Spells was a man with a lot of knowledge and great
aadvice. He will be greatly missed.

Jacqulyn E White

Jacqulyn E White - November 26, 2024 at 03:24 PM


https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Michael & Rosetta Artis purchased the Enchante
d Cottage for the family of Mr. Curtis Nathaniel
Spells.

Michael & Rosetta Artis - November 25, 2024 at 11:47 AM

Sending our deepest sympathy and I
condolences and prayers to the family and
relatives and friends.

Tammy Harrison Edwards and Family - November 24, 2024 at 10:33 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells.

November 23, 2024 at 10:02 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mr. Curtis Nathanial Spells.

November 23, 2024 at 07:05 PM


https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mr. Curtis Nathaniel Spells.

November 23, 2024 at 07:05 PM

Our deepest sympathy and condolences and |
prayers to the family and relatives and

friends. l |

Tammy Harrison Edwards and Family - November 23, 2024 at 05:12 PM



https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

