
Maxine Nelson Walters
July 18, 1931 - June 25, 2017

On Sunday, June 25, 2017, Mrs. Maxine Nelson Walters, gathered her family
around her bedside, said good-bye, and transitioned into eternity. Mrs. Maxine
Walters, affectionately known as “Tut” and “MeMa,” was the second and
oldest daughter of four children born to the late Maxine Cayruth Nelson and
Alexander King Nelson. Raised in the Waverly Community of Columbia, she
attended Waverly Elementary School, Carver High School, and graduated
from Booker T. Washington High School in the Class of 1949. While a student
at Booker T. Washington, she was a head majorette with the marching band,
was voted “Most Beautiful in the Class,” and was a member of the first twelfth
grade class to graduate from Booker T. Washington High. 

 

While in high school, she met the love of her life, Otis Walters, Sr., at a skating
rink; they became sweethearts, and at the age of eighteen, they married.
Their loving union was blessed with four children: Otis “Skip,” Michael,
Gregory, and Cederia Elaine. After marriage, she moved her church
membership from Second Calvary Baptist Church (the family church of her
birth) to Zion Baptist Church in order to keep her family together. She believed
that a family who worships together, stays together. In raising her family, she
wanted everyone to always do what was right. 

 

Mrs. Walters was employed by and made history as the first black
salesperson at JC Penney Department Store on Main Street. When the store



merged and relocated, she retired after numerous years of dedicated service.
In her spare time, she enjoyed spending quality time as the backbone of her
family. Mrs. Walters had a special love and devotion for children, babysitting
from one generation to the next (earning the name “MeMa”). Not only would
she babysit for the family, but for neighbors and anyone who was in need. She
was an excellent cook, and was famous for her special potato salad and
“chitlins.” She enjoyed dancing and attending parties. 

 

In addition to her parents and husband, she was preceded in death by a
brother, Herbert Nelson, and a sister, Marjorie Nelson. 

 

“Tut” leaves to cherish precious memories four devoted children: Otis (Rev.
Cynthia) Walters, Jr., Michael (Deloris) Walters, Gregory (Chaity) Walters, and
Cederia Walters, all of Columbia; thirteen grandchildren: Capt. Peyton O.
Walters, Specialist Jarryd Walters, Rena Walters, Laquanda (Lamonte) Griffin,
Michael (Tomeka) Walters, Jr., Linquann (Nicole) Walters, India Walters,
Gregory (Sally) Elmore, Latoria Walters, Tashia Walters, Tora Walters, Keosha
Walters, and Donrae Frierson; eighteen great-grandchildren: Armon Williams,
Albony Anthony, Emmanuel Cunningham, Michael Walters, III, Nya-Jolie
Walters, Xzavior Walters, Jaden Williams, Linquann Walters, Jr., Courtney
Elmore, Taylor Walters, Tori Walters, Mason Miller, Cameron Reed, Harmoni
Kennedy, Malia Kennedy, Donrae Frierson, Jr., Legend Frierson, and Kyrah
Briggs; one great-great-grandchild, Ashton Anthony (amazingly she knew
everyone’s birthday); one attentive sister, Alice Marie “Rhee” Nelson Brown, of
Columbia; a sister-in-law, Vivian Gray Nelson; a special caregiver, Connie;
and a host of other family and friends. Maxine loved all, and all adored
“MeMa.”



Cemetery Details

Palmetto Cemetery

5050 Fairfield Road
Columbia, SC 29203

Previous Events

Public Viewing

JUL 2. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Columbia
1200 Fontaine Place
Columbia, SC 29223
(803) 786-6300
palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com

Public Viewing

JUL 3. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Zion Baptist Church
801 Washington Street
Columbia, SC

mailto:palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/


Celebration of Life

JUL 3. 11:00 AM (ET)

Zion Baptist Church
801 Washington Street
Columbia, SC

Graveside service

JUL 3 (ET)

Palmetto Cemetery
5050 Fairfield Road
Columbia, SC 29203
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October 04, 2023 at 11:33 AM

Maxine Nelson Walters

Miriam Wright - July 03, 2017 at 04:29 PM

I will miss you the most. I remember when I
worked with her at J C Penny's and was told I
could not have children. Mrs. Walter informed
me that I was pregnant and it was a boy. That
boy is now 44 years old today. She helped me
through this in ways a mother could. My mother was deceased at
the time and she filled in. Love you, Mrs Walters and will never
forget you. You are a true soldier gone home. Miriam Wright

July 02, 2017 at 09:38 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Maxine Nelson Walters.

July 01, 2017 at 08:44 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Maxine Nelson Walters.

https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Retta Brown - June 29, 2017 at 12:21 PM

To Cederia, Keosha, Greg, Mike n Skip, My heart goes out to U all! I
know there's nothing that can be said or done to make this time any
easier or bearable! Just know God knew best! Keep in mind to be
absent from the body, is to be present with the Lord! May God keep
U all in HIs ever loving arms! Love Y'all, From your Campanella
Family, Retta, Joanne, Jamie, Lynn, Lydia, Dot, Rasheeda n Chris.

Retta Brown - June 29, 2017 at 12:13 PM

Retta Brown lit a candle in memory of Maxine
Nelson Walters


