Rufus Medlock Jr.

July 3, 1936 - October 29, 2016
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Rufus Medlock, Jr., departed this life on Saturday, October 29, 2016. The son
of the late Rufus (Doish) Medlock, Sr., he was born July 3, 1936, in Jackson,
Mississippi.

Rufus enlisted in the United States Army at an early age in Bismarck, North
Dakota, serving his nation honorable for 27 years and retiring with the rank of
Command Sergeant Major at Fort Jackson. During his military career, Rufus
resided in 17 countries of which his favorite was Australia. His fluency in 6
languages were a boon in his various military occupations including Special
Forces, Paratrooper, Medic, Airborne Ranger — Green Beret, as well holding a
position on the Delta Force Team/Airborne Infantry 75th Ranger Battalion. He
was awarded several honors including a Purple Heart medal, Bronze Star
medals, Army Commendation medals, and a Presidential Citation from
President John F. Kennedy for his outstanding military service in his enduring
sacrifice and bravery shown throughout the Korean and Vietham Wars. After
his retirement from the United States Army, Rufus continued his education
and earned Associates in Nursing and Automotive Mechanics.

Rufus obtained 32nd degree as a Free and Accepted Mason Scottish Rite
Prince Hall and Eastern Star, Chapter 99, Berlin, Germany. Rufus participated
in many Karate tournaments since the age of 9 and became an instructor
while stationed in Berlin, Germany. He held a third degree black belt in Tak



Wond, Fu Gung, and Aum Suke. His tremendous community relations and
volunteerism extended to Fairwold Neighborhood Association. He was
instrumental in establishing the Combat Veterans of Columbia, SC, at the
Veterans Administration as well as being a lifetime voluntary member of the
DAV, VFW Golden Knight All Army Parachute Team, and a State Guard
Defense Force — National Disaster Team Volunteer. Known as a hard and
dependable worker, Rufus earned Employee of the Year honors from the
Department of Transportation for his work as a heavy equipment mechanic.

Rufus’ favorite hobbies included spending time with friends and family, fishing,
Professional Marksmen with the Presidential 100 Shooting Team, the Golden
Knight All Army Parachute Team, and as a very loyal fan watching the Dallas
Cowboys.

Known as a generous giver, Rufus served as a father figure and mentor to
many people. He inspired his sons in their military careers, and he continued
to give lifelong lessons to all with whom he came in contact. His grandchildren
were known as his pride and joy; Rufus captured their minds with the lessons
he taught. Their respect and love for him always made him smile.

In addition to his parents, Rufus was preceded in death by his wife of 43 years
Betty J. Medlock of Columbia, South Carolina, and a son, Rufus Patrick
Medlock, of Concord, North Carolina.

Loving memories will be cherished by his son Darren R. Medlock of Lorton,
Virginia; 6 grandchildren: Jiavanna J. Medlock of Orlando, FL, Taylor J.
Medlock, Peytan J. Medlock, and Bryce T. W. Medlock, all of Concord, North
Carolina, Kira Medlock of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Kyle Medlock of Lorton,
Virginia; a daughter-in-law Sonjinika Y. Medlock of Concord, North Carolina; 3
sisters-in-law: Bertha Ellis of Brooklyn, New York, Fannie Mae (Otis) Priester
of Cameron, South Carolina, and Dorothy (Hercules) Brantley of Elloree,



South Carolina; 3 brothers-in-law: William (Viola) Irick, Burley (Marie) Irick, Jr.,
and William (Viola) Irick, all of Cameron, South Carolina; and a host of nieces;
nephews; and other loving relatives and friends who will miss his presence
dearly.



Cemetery Details

Fort Jackson National Cemetery

Previous Events
Family Visitation

NOV 9. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Columbia
1200 Fontaine Place

Columbia, SC 29223

(803) 786-6300
palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com

Public Viewing

NOV 10. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Columbia
1200 Fontaine Place

Columbia, SC 29223

(803) 786-6300
palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com


mailto:palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/
mailto:palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/

Celebration of Life

NOV 10. 12:00 PM (ET)

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Columbia
1200 Fontaine Place

Columbia, SC 29223

(803) 786-6300
palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com


mailto:palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/

Tribute Wall

Rufus Medlock Jr.

October 04, 2023 at 11:33 AM

Annie lit a candle in memory of Rufus I
Medlock Jr.

Annie - November 09, 2016 at 09:33 PM

Christie sent a virtual gift in memory of Rufus
Medlock Jr.

Christie - November 09, 2016 at 09:59 AM

Mr. Medlock you will defiantly be missed | enjoyed you laugh, jokes
and just you as a person. | now know the way you connect with your
friends was to give them a nickname especially when you didn't know
my name, Thanks for mines "LAPTOP" gone but never forgotten. Thank
you Command Sergeant Major Ret. Rufus Medlock, U.S. Army. for all
of your Service.

“Old soldiers never die they just fade away”
General Macarthur

Christie - November 09, 2016 at 10:14 AM



Panda Murray lit a candle in memory of Rufus I
Medlock Jr.

Panda Murray - November 08, 2016 at 05:41 PM

WE, THE "SCIPIO" FAMILY IS SORRY FOR
YOUR LOST. MR.RUFUS WAS A GOOD
NEIGHBOR FOR YEARS. MAY GOD BLESS
YOU ALL!

JERRY SCIPIO - November 08, 2016 at 02:27 PM

[
Vincent We only meet a very short six months ago S
Johnson you've left a lasting impression..." TO A
HERO"
Farewell my friend u

PS We missya... Your friends at the garage

Vince

Vincent Johnson - November 08, 2016 at 07:37 AM



We only met a short six months ago, but
you've left an everlasting impression. " To a

!
hero" Farewell my friend...PS We missya your |
friends at the Garage... u

Vince

Vincent Johnson - November 08, 2016 at 07:05 AM

Suzanne Sullivan lit a candle in memory of
Rufus Medlock Jr.

AW N

Suzanne Sullivan - November 07, 2016 at 07:20 PM

Oh buddy, how I will miss you and your laughter. The VA Laboratory
family will truly miss you. You rest now and be with mama....May we
meet again my friend.

Kathy

Panda Murray - November 07, 2016 at 05:26 PM

| remember Mr. Madlock during the many times he fixed my vehicles,
and the many wonderful times he had us (my family & me) laughing so
hard we were almost in tears. Truly, | am glad the Lord allowed me
meet such a nice man as well as his family. Continue to look to the
Lord for strength. He's too wise to make a mistaktearsd too just to do
wrong. We will keep your family in prayer. Renea Watson

Renea Watson - November 07, 2016 at 10:31 PM



