Ruth Loretta Jenkins

July 7, 1940 - February 5, 2026

Mrs. Ruth Loretta Jenkins peacefully departed this earthly life on Thursday,
February 5, 2026, at Prisma Richland Hospital in Columbia, South Carolina.
She was born in Wedgefield, South Carolina, and was the eldest of eight
children born to the late John Marion Olden and Larlia Champion Olden.
Ruth began her Christian journey at Wayman Chapel AME Church in Sumter,
South Carolina. After relocating to New York, she united with Bethany Baptist
Church in Brooklyn, where her faith continued to grow. She was a proud
graduate of Ebenezer High School, Class of 1958. During her high school
years, she excelled as a basketball star and met the love of her life, Isiah
Jenkins, Sr. The two were united in marriage in 1959 in Sumter, South
Carolina.

In 1962, Ruth and her husband moved to the Brownsville section of Brooklyn,
New York. She began her professional career as a third-grade Teacher’s Aide
at P.S. 184. She later joined the Verizon Telephone Company, where she
dedicated more than 30 years of faithful service and retired as a supervisor in
1998.

During her 50 years of residence in New York, Ruth lived life fully. She was a
devoted football mom, an enthusiastic bingo player, enjoyed bowling,
shopping, watching tennis, and was an avid sports fan, especially of the New
York Knicks. She loved traveling and cruising to her favorite Caribbean
islands. Above all, Ruth cherished time spent with her family. She found her
greatest joy in her sons, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren and treasured



Sunday family dinners, holidays, birthdays, and special celebrations.

In 2005, she returned to Columbia, South Carolina, where she joined the
Women of Wisdom (WOW) and the Golden Girls of Sumter. She also
reconnected with Wayman Chapel AME Church, where she enjoyed
fellowship and actively participated in the Crafting Bees.

She will be remembered most for her beautiful, caring, and loving kindness.
In addition to her parents and beloved husband, Ruth was preceded in death
by her siblings, Frank Olden and Janice Lynette Olden.

She leaves to cherish her precious memories her loving sons, Vernon
(Yolande) Olden of Brooklyn, New York, and Isiah Jenkins, Jr. of Columbia,
South Carolina; four grandchildren, Camillo, Kimon, Roland, and Karesha;
nine great-grandchildren; two brothers, John Olden of Columbia, South
Carolina, and Thomas Olden of Wedgefield, South Carolina; three sisters,
Emma O. Neal, Carrie Jenkins, and Eleanor Olden, all of Columbia, South
Carolina; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives, and dear
friends.



Previous Events

Public Viewing

FEB 12. 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Palmer Memorial Chapel - Columbia
1200 Fontaine Place

Columbia, SC 29223

(803) 786-6300
palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com

A Celebration of Life

FEB 13. 1:30 PM (ET)

Wayman Chapel A.M.E Church
200-A North Kings Highway Sumter
Sumter, SC 29154

Interment

FEB 13 (ET)

Wayman Chapel A.M.E. Church
160 N. Kings Hwy.,
Sumter, SC


mailto:palmermemorialchapel@gmail.com
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/

Tribute Wall

Myrtle Dinkins lit a candle in memory of Ruth
Loretta Jenkins

1
myrtle dinkins - February 28 at 02:06 AM

Our sincere condolences and prayers. ]
Tammy Harrison-Edwards and Family - February 16 at 04:05 PM

From : BD Sumter Family (Priya Olden)
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Ruth Loretta Jenkins.

From : BD Sumter Family (Priya Olden) - February 12 at 02:09
PM

My condolences to the Jenkins and Olden families. Ruthie was a
wonderful person, and she will truly be missed.

Booker Davis - February 12 at 11:08 AM


https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Booker T purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiph
yllum for the family of Ruth Loretta Jenkins.

Booker T - February 11 at 02:33 PM


https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

